Gitga’at Community Artwork Contest for new MERRF
Stipend of $5000 to winning Artist
The Gitga’at Marine Emergency Rescue and Research Facility (MERRF) steering committee
would like to invite a Gitga’at artist to be part of the vision for the new building soon to be
constructed in Hartley Bay. As shown in the sketch below right, artwork will be part of the
cladding of the building. The selected artist will work closely with MERRF architects to produce
a design that will be fabricated by the contractor as part of the building construction.

The finished artwork will be about 25 feet by 25 feet and will be visible from offshore (see area
in red, above left). It will be lit at night so the image will serve as a beacon to seafarers, while
expressing Gitga’at’s commitment to protecting people, the environment, and our culture.
Because the design will be prepared by the contractor and intended to be seen from afar, a
simple image is preferred over a highly detailed one. It will be similar in detail to the design on a
bentwood box. If you have questions about the installation, feel free to call architects Nancy or
Daichi at 6047206413 or email nancy@mackinassociates.ca or daichi@mackinassociates.ca.
Please submit a draft design and a short explanation of how your design expresses the Gitga’at
Nation’s commitment to protecting people, the marine and land environment, and our culture.
Do not include your name on the drawing or explanation of the artwork. Place your entry in an
unmarked envelope and place the filled-in release form in another envelope inside the main
envelope. The winning artist will receive a retainer of $2000 with $3000 payable once the artist
works with the architects to suit the scale and construction of the MERRF. Total reimbursement
is $5000 and includes all rights of use as explained in the release.
Deadline for submission is 4pm, December 15, 2020 with the winner to be announced by
December 20 2020. Please submit your designs to merrf-art@gitgaat.ca

